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toil of which decreases continuously and insensibly, while its con-
fusedness and effortlessness increases. Independently of this, note
that you depreciate intellection, while lauding imagination. For do
you not merely heap scorn on the former in allotting to it remissness-
and confusion, but commend the latter, in ascribing to it diligent
care and perspicuity ?

Afterwards you assert: that the power of imagiBation in so far
as it is distinguished from the power of understanding is not a
necessary part of your essence1. But how can that be, if they are
one and the same power, the functions of which differ merely in
respect of greater and less ?

You add: that the mind, in imagining, turns towards the body,
but, in its intellectual activity, turns towards itself or the idea it
possesses. But what if the mind is unable to turn towards itself or
to'ivards any idea without at the same time turning itself towards some-
thing corporeal, or represented by a corporeal idea ? For indeed the
Triangle, the Pentagon, the ChiUagon, the Myriagon and the other
figures or their ideas are altogether corporeal, and the mind cannot
in its intellectual activity attend to them except as to something
corporeal or similar to the corporeal. In so far as the ideas of things-
reputed to be immaterial are concerned, such as the idea of God, of
an Angel, or of the human soul or mind, it is certain also that the
ideas we do possess about these things are either corporeal or after the
fashion of the corporeal, and drawn from the human form and, at
other times, from the most subtle, the, simplest and most imperceptible
objects such as air or ether, as we mentioned above. Moreover your
statement, that it is only with probability that you conjecture that
any body exists, cannot be uttered by you seriously, and hence need
cause us no delay.

2. Next you have a discussion about Sense, and first you very
rightly make an enumeration of those matters which had become
known to you by means of the senses and had been believed by you
to be true, taking nature alone as your judge and guide. Immediately
afterwards you relate the experiences, which so shook the beliefs yon
had derived from your senses, as to drive you to that position at
which we found you in the First Meditation.

At this point I have no desire to begin a controversy about the

trustworthiness of the senses ; for, if there is deception or falsity, it

is not in sense, which is merely passive and has to do only with

things that appear and must appear in the way they do owing to

1 Vol. i. p. 186, par. 2.